
Letter from the Superintendent
It’s nine months since I took up my appointment in
the South West Tyneside Circuit, but in some ways
it still feels like I’m just beginning. After all, I’ve
seen only a few of you in person and not yet visited
each of the Circuit churches. It has been a blessing
to use Zoom for the regular pattern of Circuit
meetings, and email continues to be a useful tool for
other administrative tasks but none of this is the
important part of the Superintendent’s role. (At least
as I see it!)

At the service held to welcome Julian and I into the
Circuit back in September, I was reminded by
Stephen Lindridge, our District Chair, that the
Conference has committed responsibility for the life
and work of this Circuit to me. I was asked, “Will
you, with your colleagues, lay and ordained, care for
its people, inspire its witness and watch over its life
in the name of Christ?" My response was “I will, and
I ask God to help me”.
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Now that we are able to get out and meet people once more, albeit in limited numbers, I feel able to
begin to live out that promise to the full, starting with care for its people. It has been a great joy to
me over the past few weeks to finally get to lead worship in some of our Circuit churches. I had
been able to visit Burnopfield, Fellside and Sunniside in the Autumn, in addition to Chopwell and
Strathmore Road for which I have particular responsibility. Then lockdown was upon us again, and
appointments elsewhere had to be cancelled. Recent weeks have taken me to Dunston Hill for their
church anniversary and to Ryton and Whitehall Road for morning services. Finally, I am able to
meet people and begin to get to know you. This next quarter will enable me to visit the remaining
churches, and maybe by then we will be able to linger and share in conversation over a coffee
afterwards. I don’t feel I can truly care for the people of the South West Tyneside Circuit unless I
know you and understand your situations. Taking the time to do that is something I see as
fundamental.
Continued Overleaf



As for inspiring its witness, it seems that the Circuit placed a particular
emphasis on this long before I arrived. I was drawn to this appointment by
the emphasis on mission within the profile prepared for stationing, in which
it said, “The Circuit is seeking a Superintendent minister who is open to
facilitate creative ways of mission and evangelism with a heart for young
people and a passion for social justice … a visionary person supporting risk-
taking outreach”. I was excited by this prospect and look forward to working
with you in the months to come. Before my arrival I had contact with the
Circuit Leadership Team to see who would be interested in joining the
Transformational Leadership programme, a Connexional initiative of the
Methodist Church. As a result, a team of five began this year-long
programme in March, seeking to be inspired and equipped to encourage
new initiatives around our Circuit. (You can read more about this and how
you can get involved elsewhere in the newsletter).
 
The final element of my promise was to watch over the life of the Circuit.
Part of that will be getting to know more about the life of each church and
supporting you as you undertake a review of your plan for growth, prepared
back in 2018. Much has changed within the church and within the wider
community since then, but the message we have to share has not changed.
This message is summed up for me in a verse from the gospel reading last
Sunday: “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” Our task
is to communicate that message in our words and in our actions, with love
as the foundation on which the life of our churches is built. I pray that God
will enable us to move forward in love once more, as the coronavirus
restrictions are eased.

There is much to do, but I draw strength from God who calls us and equips
us. May God bless you all as you look to the Holy Spirit for vision and power
for the days ahead.

Yours in Christ’s service,
Ann

 
 

Parliamentary Prayer
Breakfast

25th June 8am-9:30am 
 

Each year Christians in Parliament run
a prayer breakfast in Westminster.
This year, because of Covid
restrictions, the event will be live
streamed. We'll be joined by Liz Twist
MP at Ryton Methodist Church to pray
for our elected representatives and
share coffee (and maybe even a few
croissants). The Rt Revd Professor NT
Wright will be speaking on the theme
of ‘Life Beyond Covid: A Renewed
Hope’. 

 
Capacity may be limited by social
distancing, but if you would like to
join please register your interest by
emailing me on   
lucy@swtyneside.org.uk
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Letter from the Superintendent
Cont inued

 

Junior Church on Zoom
 

Do you know any children who would like to join us at Junior Church Zoom? 
Even though restrictions are easing and some activities are returning to the buildings, Junior Church is still

going to continue on Zoom. We would love to welcome more children along. 

To join or for more information, please email Sam: sam.cree@swtyneside.org.uk 
 
 

mailto:lucy@swtyneside.org.uk
mailto:sam.cree@swtyneside.org.uk
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Girls' Brigade Back to Church!

Very recently, 1st Ryton Girls’ Brigade returned to the church building. This came
after much planning and some uncertainty. 
After 14 months of the group being closed, the girls were craving to get back to see
their friends and return to all their fun activities. Over lockdown, we did keep running
GB on Zoom but many felt it wasn’t the same and didn’t engage. 
To follow Government guidelines, the return of the group had to be very different.
Social distancing had to be maintained and that impacted on which activities could
be planned. Sadly no games of tag or catch are allowed!

Are you thinking about returning with your children/youth group to the building? 
Would you like to come together with others to talk about the guidelines and ask questions?

Have you returned your group to the building and do you have tips you could share with others?
 

Sam (Circuit Children and Families Worker) is interested in getting people together on Zoom to discuss some practical
tips about returning groups to church. 

 
If you are interested, please contact Sam: sam.cree@swtyneside.org.uk

 

The first night back at Girls’ Brigade felt rather strange; you could feel the nervous
energy. The girls were excited to see their friends, but they had to remember to
keep their distance. Thankfully the night went well and the girls left happy and
feeling safe. 
We were encouraged at how well the girls adapted and still engaged with the
activities. We were able to do games, our usual action songs (with no singing) and
a craft. We are now looking forward to the rest of the term! 

Sam Cree
 

Transformational Leadership Learning Community

A small group from the South-west Tyneside Circuit has joined the Transformational Leadership Learning Community
set up by the Methodist Connexion. This scheme has been set up to encourage churches and circuits to adapt, change
and grow as new initiatives in mission are undertaken. The team comprises Janet Capstick, Dave Charter, Jenny
Douthwaite, Trevor Peacock and Ann Varker. It’s early days and whilst it has been a busy few months we are taking
small steps along a pathway to an as yet unknown destination. We pray God will walk alongside us and guide us to
where he is leading.

We are looking to identify others in the circuit who have a passion for mission and may be prepared to be part of a wider
team and join us on the journey. 

There will be another open meeting at 10am on Saturday 12th June at Strathmore Road Methodist Church for anyone
who is interested. If you would like to know more then please come along for coffee and conversation.

 

mailto:sam.cree@swtyneside.org.uk


 
How is Christianity responding to the challenge of

the Climate Crisis?
What are the connections between ecological

concerns and faith?
Does the Bible help or hinder us when thinking about creation-care?

Is Salvation just for humans?

These are some of the questions addressed in The Bible and Ecology
Course, a 5 week course facilitated by Rev Ruth Newton of the Diocese of
Leeds on behalf of the North East Churches Environment Group. Using
online material from the University of Exeter, you will have the chance to
hear from expert theologians in this area, followed by discussion in a local
group.

Taking place on Zoom. Thursdays in July from 7.30 to 9pm.
Rev Ruth Newton is parish priest of St John’s, Sharow, near Ripon and
author of Greeningthelectionary.net. Ruth is studying for a Doctorate in eco-
theology and mission. She is a member of the Church of England General
Synod and Area Environment Champion for Ripon Episcopal Area (South).

To register, please email the North East Churches Ecumenical Environment
group  at regionalofficer@necat.co.uk. Places are limited.

What previous participants said about the course:
“This course has helped to pull together lots of disparate thoughts I have
had on the environment and enabled me to place them on a strong Biblical
framework.”

“I’ve found it really helpful to try to see eco issues from others’ perspectives.
Thank you Ruth for your excellent facilitation.”

“The group discussion on the course has been really stimulating. I have
learnt a lot from others”
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The Bible and Ecology Course
 

For most recent informat ion on what current Covid-19 guidel ines mean for church
services please see our websi te www.swtyneside.org.uk or v is i t  Facebook pages for
the ci rcui t  or  indiv idual  churches. 
Our onl ine service cont inues to premier v ia our YouTube channel  every Sunday
morning at  10.30am and there are phone services every Sunday at  11am and 6pm. 
E-mai l  admin@swtyneside.org.uk or cal l  07485 645892 for more detai ls.

Now that most of the SW Tyneside Methodist Circuit  churches are now open for
worship, we are wondering what form online worship should take in the months to

come. Please help us to plan appropriately by completing a short survey which
can be found online at:  https:/ / forms.gle/SoKoLCvEi8z2md1K6

https://forms.gle/SoKoLCvEi8z2md1K6?fbclid=IwAR1zPJRokZZGC4wSZ46uetjc_HEk4GGyVipsy1hUvsj-XTU-ANTv4tDq95o

