
 APRIL  2021  NEWSLETTER (e-mail edition)            from Rev. Trevor Capstick 

(contact Trevor on 0191 413 2494              or email :  trevorcapstick88@gmail.com) 

 

Dear friends 

Happy Easter!                                                                                                                                    

Christian greetings in the name of our risen Lord! 

For a second year running, the coronavirus pandemic has seriously affected the usual ways 

as churches we worship together for Holy Week and Easter. Even if your church is not open 

at present, there are resources available to us. Those church members not online are 

receiving an “Easter celebration CD” with their April worship sheets – you can listen to this 

online via the Methodist Church website.  I also have some copies of “Mark the Great 50 

Days”- daily reflections on parts of Mark’s Gospel to cover the period from Easter to 

Pentecost. If you would like a copy please contact me – first come, first served! 

In our section of the Circuit, Sunniside is open for Sunday worship at 10.15am for a 30 

minutes service. The Church Councils at Burnopfield and Fellside have met very recently and 

do not feel the time is right just yet to reopen for Sunday worship – they will meet again in a 

few weeks time to reassess things. All three churches are open for funeral services, should 

they be requested; some midweek community groups hope to restart after April 12that 

Sunniside and Fellside. As I write this (on March 29th) some restrictions have been lifted but 

government ministers and scientific advisors urge caution and offer the slogan: “follow the 

rules and remember – hands, face, space and fresh air”. 

THE GOOD NEWS OF EASTER 

 This month we celebrate the Christian good news that “CHRIST IS RISEN!”.  Whether we are 

in a church building on Easter Sunday – or not- all of us who seek to love God and follow the 

way of Jesus can rejoice that Christ is alive, and that in the resurrection, the God of Jesus  

overcomes death, and the  powers of evil which brought Jesus to his cross.     

Christ’s resurrection is God’s way of saying “YES!” to all that Jesus said and did. Just as Jesus 

made the rule of love (Love God…love your neighbour) the first priority in life, so we are 

called to do the same – and God’s “YES!” is also his word to us as we live our lives in the 

spirit of the risen Jesus. 

Easter Day means that good will finally overcome evil – so it’s worth struggling for – and 

that death is not the last word on anyone’s life.  Desmond Tutu put it well in these words:                                                                                                   

Goodness is stronger than evil, Love is stronger than hate;                                                                                                             

Light is stronger than darkness, Life is stronger than death;                                                                                                                        

Victory is ours, victory is ours, through him who loved us. 

 So we have good news to live by, and good news to share!                                                                                       

Thanks be to God. 
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A SATURDAY COFFEE TIME CHAT (this Saturday April 3rd)                                                                                         

Fancy a chat with your church friends, especially if you can’t meet them at church?                                          

Some of you have rung in for the Sunday 11am or 6pm services; others have rung in for your 

own church’s Church Council meeting. Why not join Trevor and some church friends on the 

phone this morning and catch up with news? Up to 50 phone lines can share in this!                                           

Suggested times & groupings:                                                                                                                                            

10.30-10.55am Fellside folk                          11.00-11.25am Burnopfield & Sunniside folk                                    

To join the call is simple:                                                                                                                                                     

1. DIAL 0333 0110 945          a lady’s voice will ask for the room number.  So…….                                                

2. DIAL 34948964# (remember to add # -the hash key)     When asked for the pin number….                                    

3. DIAL 7647# (again remember to press #)                                                                                                                     

You will have joined “the room” now and should hear some familiar voices!                                                          

Many of you will have free weekend calls with your phone package, but if not BT charge 

about 12p per minute plus 21p set up fee.      Looking forward to your chat!                                                                                    

 

Wise words to ponder….                                                                                                                                                    

God has shown us in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ that divine love is at the 

heart of the universe, and that when we live according to that love we will understand what 

the universe is about.  (Rev Dr Donald English). 

A risen Christ needs a risen Church. To be a risen Church does not mean to be perfect. It 

means to be a Church sharing the resurrection of the Lord and convinced that this is the way 

to be fully human and alive. (Bishop John Pritchard). 

 

Easter Prayer (by Rev Michaela Youngson, Co-Chair of the London District)                                                           

When everything was dark and it seemed that the sun would never shine again,                                                  

your love broke through.                                                                                                                                                    

Your love was too strong, too wide, too deep for death to hold.                                                                                

The sparks cast by your love                                                                                                                                               

danced and spread and burst forth                                                                                                                                   

with resurrection life and light.       

Gracious God,                                                                                                                                                                        

We praise you for the light of new life made possible through Jesus.                                                                       

We praise you for the light of new life that shone in the first witnesses of resurrection.                                      

We praise you for the light of new life that continues to shine in our hearts today. 

We pray that the Easter light of life, hope and joy will live in us each day;                                                               

and that we will be bearers of that light into the lives of others.  Amen.                                                                                                                               

 



 

 

 


